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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities of 
East Grinstead and its environs. 	The town has a long history and a unique 
architectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our gene- 
ration. 	It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make 
are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. 	It produces 
a bi-annual Bulletin of articles of local interest and a more frequent News-
letter. 	In 1969 it produced a report on the High Street conservation area 
which was well received as a basis for future policy. 	It is very active in 
monitoring all planning applications and making representations to the author- 
ities on planning matters. 	It has held six exhibitions, published a book of 
reminiscences, two town trails and three sets of postcards reproducing old 
photographs of the town, restored the churchyard railings, planted trees, pro-
duced a tree survey, presented a seat to Sackville College and, with the Town 
Council, established a Town Museum (now independent). 

The Society is registered as a charity (no. 257870) and with the Civic 
Trust and is a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies. 	A copy 
of its constitution is available on request from the Vice-Chairman. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen 
to represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influ-
ence. 	The subscription is £7 per annum (persons in full-time education 25 
new pence) to be renewed on 1 January every year (except by those joining on 
or after 1 October). 

PRESIDENT 	Rt Hon. R.T.RENTON, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 1992 

CHAIRMAN 	Cr Mrs J.M..D..ANDREWS 
VICE-CHAIRMAN M.J.LEPPABD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor of Bulletin) 
TREASURER 	Miss G.V.F.EMMENS 
SECRETARY 	A.G.DYSON, B.A., B.Litt., F.S.A. 

Mrs J.COOPER; D.A.DUFrON; Mrs S.W4T (Membership Secretary); Mrs L.SANSOM 
programme Secretary); Mrs V.J.SAUNDERS; A.W.SCOPES, M.A.., B.Sc.; Mrs D.YAR-
WOOD (Editor of Newsletter) 

Contributions for the Bulletin to the Editor (address on cover), through whom 
permission must be sought to reproduce anything from the Bulletin. Unsigned 
contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. Opinions in signed ar -
ticles are not necessarily anyone's but their author's. 

Correspondence for other officers may be sent to the Editor for forwarding. 

PAST CHAIRMEN 

1968-72 P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 
1972-74 B.C.THOMPSON, B.Sc., C.Eng. 

1974-78 M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. 
1978-86 C.E.HARTLMD, A.A.Dip., F.R.I.B.A., M.R.T.P.I. 

1986-88 A.W.SCOPES, M.A., B.Sc. 
1988 (part) M.J.LEPPARD, M.A. 
1988-90 Mrs D.YARWOOD, A.T.D. 

BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS from the Editor: single copies 50 n.p. (+ postage), 
set of all issues still in print (38) £10 (post free) to members, £12 (post 
free) to non-members. 	Names can be put on a waiting list for out-of-print is- 
sues. 	Unwanted back numbers (even damaged or defective ones) are always wel- 
come for resale. 	A list of the principal contents of nos 1-46 on request. 
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	No-50 Spring 1992 

EDITORIAL 

To mark our fiftieth issue, editorial comment is foregone in 
favour of the following special article by our Hon. Secretary, an 
historian at the Museum of London. 

GOLD ANI SILVER: THE BULLETIN FIFTY ISSIJSES ON 	 A.G.Dyson 

All good local societies serve a variety of roles, some more 
obvious than others. 	The most obvious is providing a means for 
people of common interests to meet regularly and sociably. 	Our 
Society certainly does this, and does it on the sound footing of 
lectures of consistently wide appeal and high quality. 	If this 
was its only function the Society's existence would be amply jus- 
tified. 	But of course lectures are not the only attraction. 
Consider the bare fact that the majority of our members come to 
meetings only rarely or not at all. 	This might not seem a very 
positive trait and is often lamented, though perhaps unduly. 	It 
could in many cases simply be a mark of the society's ability to 
satisfy related needs in different ways. After all, there must 
be some good and self-sufficient reason for joining the Society 
if not to attend its meetings. What could it be? 

As a former dormant member whose slumbers remained undis-
turbed (so to speak) for some seventeen years I'm in little doubt 
that the explanation has much to do with the Society's Bulletin, 
of which the present number is the fiftieth to be issued. 	In 
effect it also marks a twenty-fifth anniversary, though life does 
not always fall in with twice-yearly schedules and the first is- 
sue actually appeared in January 1969. 	At all events the Bulle- 
tin has now notched up some 700 closely printed foolscap and A4 
pages of text and illustrations. 	Whichever way we look upon the 
occasion, as a silver anniversary or a golden one, there is plen-
ty to celebrate and ample excuse for a little retrospection and 
informal re-appraisal. 

It hardly seems necessary, or fitting, to explain what we 
are celebrating and it would in fact be quite difficult to do 
justive briefly to the Bulletin. 	Aside from the details of 
meetings and other matters of current interest which since 1979 
have appeared separately in the Newsletter, it could be described 
as a miscellany of articles, notes, source material, bibliograph-
ical information and book reviews relating to East Grinstead and 
its immediate environs - all of which is perfectly true but not 
perhaps very exhilarating. 	Alternatively it could be defined as 
a deep quarry of information on local history in the stricter, 
topographical, sense and also on social history in the wider 
sense, a sourcebook of permanent value to students of this dis- 
trict and more distant parts of Sussex, Surrey and Kent. 	More 
positively still (and as I tend increasingly to see them) much of 
the contents of the Bulletin is a rehearsal for a comprehensive 
History of East Grinstead that is still to be compiled. 

COVER PICTURE: Snow scene at Moat Pond by Harold Connold (fl. 
1926-59) reproduced by permission of his successor Mr M.Powell. 
See article on pp.6-il. 



Lest this sound a little fanciful, I can only refer to my 
experience some ten years ago when I read all my back issues in 
sequence, an exercise hastily repeated in search of inspiration 
for this article. 	This may not sound hugely appealing in cold 
blood yet only when the Bulletin is digested in this way can its 
real measure be taken. 	Then the inevitable bran-tub impression 
of randomly various fragments conveyed by individual issues gives 
way to a powerful and cumulative sense of richness, cohesion and 
unity, and that despite the unordered succession of topics. 
Much of this unity is due to the former character of East Grin-
stead itself as a distinct and relatively remote community with 
its own firm identity but a great deal of it is surely due to the 
skill and resource of its editor and chief contributor, Michael 
Leppard (an obvious candidate for a retrospective all to himself 
one of these days). 	Of course the coverage of the Bulletin is 
fuller in some areas than in others, partly reflecting the parti-
cular interests of individual contributors but also the problems 
presented to spare-time researchers by unpublished and perhaps 
unidentified source material; it is no surprise that the mediae- 
val period suffers most in this respect. 	Even so, a perfectly 
respectable and balanced history of East Grinstead, far superior 
to anything that has yet appeared, could be assembled from the 
material already published in these pages. 	The Bulletin, in 
other words, is an asset whose value and potential are all too 
easily overlooked or forgotten. 

The Bulletin's strongly historical bent was apparent from 
the very start, before it had found its style or was sure of what 
its purpose really was. 	Early editorials tended to be apologet- 
ic, readily acknowledging that the scholarly content did not pro-
perly represent the full range of concerns of what after all was 
primarily an amenity society. 	History, it would seem, was not 
everybody's cup of tea. 	All the same, the point was justly made 
from time to time that the community which loses its memory risks 
losing its sense of identity and direction also, and virtually 
every editorial ended with a plea for a wider variety of contri- 
butions. 	In practice, however, it was not so much what people 
wanted to read about as what they were prepared to sit down and 
write about that has determined the character of the Bulletin. 
The items on current issues and concerns that might have achieved 
a more even balance were rarely forthcoming and for better or 
worse the emphasis has remained firmly on what actually did hap-
pen in East Grinstead rather than on what ought or ought not to 
be happening. 

Recognition that the Bulletin was doing what it did with 
distinction and success came in 1977 when an article in The Local 
Historian on the state of local history in Sussex concluded that 
among comparable local newsletters this Society's Bulletin was 
'probably the best'. 	No doubt fortified by this and by a timely 
stream of outstanding material, a Rubicon was crossed in 1981 
with an editorial which declared that henceforth and where appro-
priate full references would be given to the sources on which the 
articles were based. 	From that time onwards there has been less 
introspection about the rle of the Bulletin, though the occas-
ional regret is still tactfully expressed about the lack of al- 
ternative subject matter. 	In many respects the late 1970s and 
early 1980s were something of a heyday. 	The extra space which 
became available with the inception of the Newsletter co-incided 
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with a high peak of creativity: and notable contributions by the 
editor, R.H.Wood, P.D.Wood, P.J.Gray, D.Gould, Miss R.M.Willatts 
and others were characterised by a more ambitious scope and ex-
tended treatment; most issues at this period ran to 14 or even 
16 foolscap pages. 	The conversion to the smaller A4 format in 
1984 was in part a first symptom of economic difficulties which 
all too obviously still affect the Society and everybody else. 
Though the quality of the contributions has remained high, the 
typical 12 pages of more recent issues compare unfavourably in 
both number and size with the 14 or more of a decade ago. 

In the fact of this kind of constraint and a finite number 
of contributors, suggestions for further improvements can only be 
made with some diffidence. 	But there are two possibilities 
which may be worth considering, both concerned mainly with conso-
lidating and drawing attention to what has already been achieved 
and also with making more of it as a means of generating a fresh 
interest in the whole subject. 	The first involves indices. 
Notwithstanding the mixed reception given in 1986 to an issue of 
the Bulletin which indexed the personal names in the previous 39 
numbers and the High Street Report, the need for indices is unde-
niable: the contents of a miscellany such as the Bulletin must 
be systematised and made readily accessible somehow if the most 
effective use is to be made of them. 	Indices of subjects and 
places (perhaps best combined) are also badly needed and, I sus- 
pect, would prove to be of rather greater and wider appeal. 	In 
this connection word processors, which are now beginning to be-
come commonplace, have an untold potential: data compiled in 
list form can be converted into alphabetical or numerical order 
in an instant. 	Moreover indices so compiled could readily be 
duplicated and produced as extra supplements whose production 
costs could be budgeted for in advance and which could be issued 
alongside rather than instead of an ordinary number. 	Or, to cut 
costs to a minimum, they could simply be printed out on request. 

Indeed a further step with the same technology would be to 
transfer the entire text of the Bulletin to hard disk, which is 
what my second modest suggestion amounts to. 	A vain hope, per- 
haps, at any rate in the short term, but before dismissing it al-
together consider the range of possibilities that would then be 
opened up. 	Articles on such obvious common themes as buildings 
ancient and less ancient, firms, trades and industries could 
readily be grouped together and re-issued in a new form, as could 
reminiscences, bibliographies, source material and so on. 	Not 
least, the problem of supplying out-of-print back numbers would 
also be solved. 	Most important of all, there would be no need, 
as there is with conventional publications, to tie up sizeable 
amounts of Society cash in single print runs of uncertain sales 
potential, for once again copies could be run off in small quan- 
tities or even individually, according to demand. 	It could even 
turn out to be mildly profitable! 

NOTE: For details of how to obtain back numbers see foot of p.2, 
where information will also be found on membership, guaranteeing 
receiving future numbers. 

THE NEXT BULLETIN (Autumn 1992) will contain an article by Mrs 
Yarwood providing the context for the article on candle-making in 
the last Bulletin. 	Other contributions by 22 July, please. 

5 



-- -- - 	 -- 	 - - 

• 	 -'-S 

4 

 

I 
H 

it 3 1 1  

3 
-. 

• 	- 

- 	- 	- 

, 	 •: 

..• .,•• 	

. 

7 

l 	•'L 	.'•. 

1 	 • 	-. 

/ 	 I 	 ' 
C- 	'y •/ 	• 

I-,  

MAP OF 1776 referred to in the article on pp 
Moat Pond I 



- I,-- 	 - 	--- - 

/ 

 

-r 

to 

\ 
/ 

¼ 

Al 

  

S - ;::.j. 	' 	.:•.'- 

\\\\\\\ 

IF- 

OF 

.9-11 (from a copy in the possession of Mr Wood) 
S no.11 



ABOVE: Extract from 1841 Tithe Map (4 chains to 1 inch, 1/3168). 
London Road runs diagonally on left, Blackwell Hollow on right. 

BELOW: • Extract from 1873 Ordnance Survey as revised 1889 (1/2500, 
25.3 inches to 1 mile). 	Moat Pond is no. 375 with an area of 
0.889 acres. 
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MOAT POND 	 M.J.Leppard 

In Bulletin 46 an attempt was made to tell the story and ex-
plain the name of Mount Noddy, about which questions are so often 
asked. Almost as many questions concern its near neighbour Moat 
Pond, for which this article attempts to do the same, again some-
what diffidently for lack of all the information one would like. 

Again we have no evidence before the 18th century but in 
1713 a 'barn and lands called the Moats' are mentioned in the 
will of Edward Payne, Esq. [1] and a map of c.1740 in the Town 
Museum (discussed in Bulletin 22) shows the pond as 'The Moate'. 
From then on we have frequent references to the Moat(s) Farm, 

Mote(s) or Moat(e)s. 	Moats Mead, a field with a barn in 1776 
[2], is Barn Field in 1841 when Moat Field is named north of the 
pond [3]. 	The pond itself is regularly Moats Pond or the Moats 
Pond from 1776 onwards; in the 1841 tithe award schedule it is 
simply 'Moat'. 	On the 1776 map (pp.6f.) it is large and irregu- 
larly shaped, in 1841 (p.8) it is smaller, in 1873 on the 6" O.S. 

it is irregular again and larger. 

The laying out of Moat Road in 1868 [4] led to a proliferat-
ion of names (date of first known reference in parentheses): 
Moat Terrace and Moat Villas in London Road (1873 [51),  Moat 
House (1877 [6]),  Moat Laundry opposite the church (1885 [7]) and 
others later. 

Some have imagined that the name and dog-leg shape of Moat 
Road mean it follows the course of a former moat. 	More usually 
it is suggested that Moat Pond is itself a former moat. 	The ev- 
idence of its changing shape mentioned above, however, rules that 
out. It was not the only pond in the area; there is still one, 
for example, in the back garden of the White Lion (re-dug and re- 
lined in 1991). 	Almost certainly they were all the result of 
digging for brick earth. 	On the maps mentioned a field about 
200 yards west south west of Moat Pond was Brick Kiln Mead in 
1776 (no.7), Kiln Field in 1841 and Brickworks in 1873. In the 
1824 draft church rate book the brickmaker William Avery held 
Moats rated at £105, a brick kiln at £11.5s. and a house at £18. 
15s. [8]. 

The explanation of the name of the pond and associated lands 
is almost certainly that the pond's moat-like appearance at some 
stage in its history gave it a name which stuck. 	If it had been 
a mediaeval moat we should expect records of an earlier name and 
of the house to which it belonged and it would be unlikely that 
that name would be displaced. 	(There is no evidence whatever 
for W.H.Hills' statement that 'possibly' there was 'a religious 
house known as East Grinstead Place' nearby, with which Moat Pond 
'may have had some connection' [91.)  Very probably the area is 
to be identified with the Parsonage Field and Barn Field that 
formed the grange of the rectory of East Grinstead, mentioned in 
several early 17th century deeds when they came into the hands of 
the Sackvilles [1.0]. 	The barn of the field name would then have 
been the parish tithe barn and could well have been the one be- 
queathed by Edward Payne in 1713 under the new name. 	The Paynes 
had acquired a portion of the rectorial tithes in 1624 [ii]. 



Some 'moat' names are derived from 'moot', 'meeting place' 
(of people, rivers, etc.), but we would need much earlier evi-
dence to be able to suggest that explanation here. 	The only 
other possibility, the family name of a former owner, is highly 
unlikely because the surname is found in our records only in 1428 
[12] (probably not a local person) and 1597 [13]. 

Apart from its name Moat Pond's interest lies in its public 
role, no doubt aided by the footpaths nearby and later the deve-
lopment of Moat Road alongside. 	In the late 19th century it was 
already being used for fire brigade practices [14] yet early this 
century kingfishers could still be seen there [15]. 	When and 
how it passed into local authority control has not yet been 
traced; probably when the Urban District Council acquired and 
laid out King George's Field on the break-up of the Placelands 
estate in 1935. 	On re-organisation in 1974 it passed to Mid 
Sussex District Council, which in 1991 completely refurbished it. 
A children's fishing club was then set up under P.C. Archer, the 
local schools liaison policeman. 

	

The pond has not been without its share of excitement. 	The 
following story appeared in the parish magazine for July 1876. 

SINGULAR ACCIDENT AND B1A\TE RESCUE —On .biiday afternoon 
Juiie 16, a 1101 LnhliuItor containing two child roit wiw ucidwut1y piisltud 
into the h1ofit , ii i'uiid clo6o to hich it litid lut:z IcR. hirs. J1111105 

White, IliOtileE (if 0111) (ii thu (:1 ii ILL rOLl, 1uL El Jig Lim (:LiuS ru ist;d by suiii o 
children playing near, iitslicd I ttto Lite watut and regardloss ul' hor own 
safety rescued first one and thou with (hliheulty the othor (hor own) 
child which was hold in utuloi the ovtirtui'iiod 1wraiiibulator, and 
carried both safe out of the water. But t'ur I Iii, in(othur't3 bravo rescue 
both children must hiuvu hicoit dl'0W!ffld. We tire glad to add that 
Mrs. White, though liovur a et i'ong woman, is rucovorilig ft'uni (Ito 
laiek to htur systuimi catiseti by fright and uXjJuuttEu to t11 \V&ttuF. 

One winter's day in the late 1920s or early 30s a young man 
named Monger who had joined the R.A.F. Reserves based at Biggin 
Hill flew a light aircraft low over the pond and crashed. 	The 
engine fell onto the bathroom of the first house in Cranston Road 
next to the entrance to Mount Noddy, occupied by the Phillips 
family. 	Someone broke the ice, took a punt to the island and 
found the pilot sitting on the wreckage smoking a cigarette. 	It 
was a two-seater civilian plane and he said there was something 
wrong with the propeller. 	After the enquiry at Biggin Hill all 
the propellers were changed on those planes. 	The story goes, 
however, that he was flying too low, to impress his girlfriend, 
and clipped some trees. 	The girlfriend was Mrs Winifred Coates, 
a young widow who went on to marry Mr Cecil Wells. [16] 

The pond has also been the scene of at least one suicide and 
the receptacle for silver stolen by an employee of Messrs Whitley 
Hughes and Luscombe [17]. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Much of the material in the first four paragraphs first ap-
peared in the letters from Mr P.D.Wood and the present writer in the East 
Grinstead Observer for I and 8 November 1963 respectively. 	Mr Wood has kind- 
ly approved my use of that material and supplied the map extracts used here. 

REFERENCES: (E.G.O. = East Grinstead Observer; Hills = W.H.Hills, The His-
tory of East Grinstead (1906)) 

I W.H.Hills, 'Some East Grinstead wills' (offprint of article(s) from ? 
E.G.O., Wolseley MSS, vol.36, Hove Public Library) 
2 Schedule to map of Moats Farm reproduced on pp.6f. (B.M., c.7 e.18 (1)) 
3 Tithe award 
4 Hills, p.90 
5 6" O.S. 
6 Lease, Hope Brewery deeds (seen at Messrs Tamplins, c.1963) 
7 East Grinstead and Environs (1885), advertisement 
8 West Sussex Record Office, PAR 348/4/17 
9 Hills, p.118 

10 East Sussex Record Office, Sussex Archaeological Trust deeds E 515, RF 
12/37, etc. 
11 Hills, p.81 
12 Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.20 (1868), p. 135  
13 Parish register (Sussex Record Society, vol.24 (1917), pp.57,147) 
14 Hills, p.244 
15 East Grinstead Society Bulletin 8 (Jan. 1972), p. 4  
16 Reminiscences of various persons 
17 Reminiscences of Mrs A.M.Leppard 

OTHER MOATS 

If Moat Pond disappoints, there are two ancient moated sites 
in our parish: at Brambletye (TO 415353) and west of Feibridge 
(361390). 	Moat Shaw near Fen Place (362364) is mentioned in the 
1808 account of the beating of the bounds*  and shown on the 2 1-2" 

O.S. but no moat appears on the map. 	Its name remains to be ex- 
plained and the Feibridge site waits to be properly studied and 
published. 	Much has been written about Brambletye; a full bib- 
liography appears in Forest Row, vol.4, part 4 (Nov. 1990) pp. 
hf. 

1: 

E.G.0., 
24 Sept. 
1965 

RIGHT: 

Moat Pond 
in 1907 

(Frith 
postcard 
57944) 



ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

References to earlier Bulletins: first two figures Bulletin num-
ber, second two figures page number 

Bulletin 49 (Autumn 1991) 

page 3: In case anyone wonders why the list of Dr Lough's works 
did not include John Mason Neale: Cambridge Apostle, announced 
in Bulletin 5 (Jan. 1971) and in the first catalogue (for Autumn 
1970 - Spring 1971) of the newly-founded Citadel Press, the pos-
tal strike early in 1971 put the publisher out of business and 
the book did not come out until Dr Laugh privately published a 
revised version entitled John Mason Neale - Priest Extraordinary 
in 1975. 

page 8, paragraph 4, line 3: For 'implicitly' read 'explicitly'. 

TOWN GUIDES (130'7f.,2310,3104,4104,4503): 

The first list of East Grinstead guide books in Bulletin 13 
includes (p.7, no-4) Letheby & Christopher's unattributed and un-
dated Souvenir of East Grinstead. A copy has now come to light 
in private hands inscribed 'with compliments from the author W.H. 
Hills Aug. 1909'. 

To the lists already published should now be added 

28 1990 M.J.Leppard, East Grinstead, 5th ed. 
Home Publishing Co Ltd, Macclesfield (AGE July '90) 
COVER: colour picture of Judges Terrace by Ron Michell 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

MID SUSSEX DISTRICT GUIDE (1813,2512,3114,4303): An impressive 
new edition (? the 6th) came out in July with a new publisher. 
Good maps (at last) include geology and town centres but street 
maps have gone. 	The main text remains as before, with Highbrook 
restored, but the presentation is much improved and there is much 
additional information, including national grid references. 	The 
East Grinstead map does not extend far enough to show East Court 
and half the High Street and the text includes our defunct job 
centre. 	Our rail connection to Kent (p.10), the 'Wealden Way 
Industry' (p.50) and the 'forest trials' at Gravetye (p.50) will 
no doubt receive attention in the next edition. 

Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society Newsletter 72 (Oct. 1991) 
has a note on Stennings' 'hooter', the timber-yard steam whistle, 
recently acquired by the Town Museum, including operating times. 

The Independent for 29 August 1991 had an article by C.Ormell, 
'Chunky and Baggy, Smooth and Sporty', about uniform changes at 
Sackville and Imberhorne schools. 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (continued from 11804) 

vol.87 (1948) p.xlii Papers of late John Dadswell of E.G. added to library 

p.73 Priest at Brambletye in Domesday Book 
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